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ABSOLUTION 


Gir Foln Fried a _ William Parkens, 
Which will be inſiſted on at the Triabof the 
APs; cis preſum'd. will be, whether- the - 

grrang. then. #bſodution at cf of 'Exect--. 
-rion, was a Lawful,' Or 5 eee ": ah; Th 


That 1 it was a Lawful AR, appears to me from 
the following Conſiderations; 7 , 


%.,4 


I. OR a Miniſter of the Church of "ROVER. to 
BiVe Abſolution to 'a dying Penitent,' if he 
umbly and heartily, deſire it,” is a lawful 
Acts ap pprars byzhe Rubrick i in the Office -.. 
e 


for”. the Viſitation of t Sick; which is not only .cons: 1c 
firm 'd by, but a part of the AQ of Uniformity. 


2. There being no atticular 0H thce A ACNE in: yl | 
Liturgy tor Ferlo Ons to be Executed ( whoſe Souls are as 
A - 2, There. 


(2). 


precious, and as much to be taken care of, as the Souls 
of thoſe who dye in their Beds ) that for the Vilitation of 
the Sick, which by parity of Reaſon 1s farely applicable 
to the caſe of Perſons to be-Executed, who are to be con- 
{ider'd as dying Men muſt be uſed, or none at all in their 
Caſe; unleſs the Miniſters officiating is left to the liberty 
of Extemporary Eftuſions, which rather become a Calvi- 
niſtical Elder, than a Presbiter of the Church of Ezg/azd. 


And why is it'not as juſtifiable to uſe the Office for the ' 


Viſitation of the Sick in the Caſe of Perſons to be Exe- 
cuted as to uſe the Prayer in that Office Publickly in 
Churches in behalf of the Sick, which are appointed 
by. the Rubrick. to be uſed in the fick Perſons Cham- 
ber; for which only neceſſity, and a defect in [the Li- 
turgy 1s pleaded ? SF Ae SN 


2. "The Circumſtances of time and place and Ceremo- 


-ny. being entirely left by the Rubrick ( where there is nei- 
ther Command nor Prohibition concerning them') to the 


diſcretion and choice of the Miniſters Abſolving, and the 


Penitent to be Abſolved:; how. could it be Criminal inthe 
 Abſolvers of Str F. F. and Sir W. P. to give them Abſo- 


lution with Impoſition of Hands at the place of Execution, 


which they deſir'd as a comfortable Support under the 
Terrors of Death, as ia YViaticum in their Paſſage ro Erer- 
nity ? RE — 


4. *Tis entirely left to the Abſolving Miniſter to judge 
of the Spiritual-{tare of his Penitent, wherher he becue- 
ly qualified, or not, to recive Abſvlution. 
brick, t« ſupra. | 


. 


5- The Miniſters Abſolving is to reſt Satisfied with an 
Account of the general Repetitance of the Perion to be 


Abſolved 


Vid Ru- 


"> 


"> 


(3) 

Abſolved, who is not obliged to make a particular and 
ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins to the Abſolver, unleſs he * 
feel his Conſcience troubled: with any - weighty matter ; 
as appears by the. Rubrick, ' «t - /#pra. To affirm the 
contrary, is to plead for Auricular Confeſſion,as tis taught 
and praCtiſed in the Church of Rome. # 

6.. If the Perſon to be Abſolved makes a ſpeeial volun- - 
tary Confeſſion of his Sins, the Abſolver is' bound by the 
Canon to conceal it, and keep 'it a Secret from all the 
World. Yid. 113. Caz. ' If it be Obje&ed that in caſe 
of a Treaſonable Conſpiracywhich the Penitent confelles, 
the Abſclver is not bound to conceal it, it may be anſwer'd,: 


_ that inthe Caſe of Sir F. F.' and Sir W. P. there was no 
- treaſonable Conſpiracy ſopretended or laid to their charge, 


but what was'diſcovered'and made publick, and which 
they were Convicted of, * - | 


7. Suppoſe, that after th&Death of the Abſolved*Peni- * 
tent, who dies in-his Bed by the Vifitation'of 'God, a Pa- © 
per ſhould be publiſhed under his own Hand (which the 
Abſolver knew nothing of) whereby it appears that he 
was Guilty of Hereſy in the Church, and "Treaſon in the 
State, and that be juſtified-both the one-and-the-otherr- 
Shall this aftect the Abſolver,, and make him a Criminal 
in giving Abſoulvtion ? If not, then, with Submifſion,nei- 
ther could the Paper left by Sir F. F. and W. P. with 
the Sheriff, and afterwards publiſhed which the Abſolvers 
were altogether Strangets to, /any Vays affect the ſaid 
Abſolvers, or render them Criminals in giving them Ab- 
ſolution. 


8, Suppoſe that Sir F. F. and Sir W. P. had left no 
Paper with the Sheriff, and none had been publiſhed after 
their Death ; *ris preſum'd then that the Abſolvers would - 

| | not 


(4-4) \ | 


not have been Qeſtioned, or Cenſur'd tor giving them Ab« 
ſoJution, | ; | t-19 777 1 ) 07 J 


'S> # 


| 9. N ay farther, ſuppoſe that Sir T.F.: and Sir W, P. 
had left a Paper with the Sheriff, which he had' after-- 
wards publiſh'd, acknowledging their Guilt, and ſigntty--- 


ing their Repentance as to that particular Crime which 
they. were Convicted of; then *tis prefum'd that the Ab» 
ſolution;would have been fo far from being .Cenſur'd for 
giving them Abſolution, that it would have bee generally 


agreed to be a Charitable, regular and lawful Act. And / 


 1fit was in it {elf a lawful AC at the time of the Perfor- 


wance of it, no. ſubſequent At'oy Circumſtance whatſo- 


ever, which the Abſolyers were Strangers to, , would make 
it unlawful. : Nothing, could make it unlawtul. 2 parte 
poſt, which was a lawtu] AQ& 4 parte ante, But if it was 
10 it ſelf an unlawtull Act at the time of the performance 
of it, no ſubſequent Act or Circumſtance whatſoever ; 
how grateful ſoever to the Government, as in the before 
mention'd inftance, could make it lawful. 
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